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Acknowledgment
of Country

Disability Sports Australia acknowledges the Australian

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the @
first inhabitants of the nation and the traditional

custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

We pay our respects to Ancestors and Elders past,

present and emerging.
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Our Purpose

To build the capability
of sport to enable the
meaningful participation
of people with disability.

Our Vision

Lives and communities
changed through the power
of sport.

Our Mission

To improve opportunities
for people with disability
to be involved in sport in
the way they choose.



Our Values and Behaviours

At Disability Sports Australia (DSA), our values and behaviours guide our actions and expectations as a Board, staff,
and volunteers, ensuring we create a positive impact within our communities.

-

Equality and Inclusiveness o [g]
- We encourage everyone to be their true authentic selves.

\_

- We provide equal access to opportunities
for all.

- We embrace diversity in our communities.

4 N
Belonging

- We keep and teach an open mind.

- We accept and embrace each other’s
uniqueness and differences.

- We are thoughtful and caring in everything we do.

J
N
Collaboration and Partnerships (‘
- We prioritise listening to each other %&
and our stakeholders.
- We value the efforts within our team.
We openly share our capabilities and experiences. y

- y
r )

Innovation

- We transform ideas into new processes.

- We welcome curiosity.

- We value creation and are brave with
our aspirations.

\_ J

( L]
Integrity

and transparent.

- We follow through on commitments
and own our actions completely.

- We value feedback and are fair, ethical,

16)

J
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About Disability Sports Australia

Disability Sports Australia (DSA) is a national non-
profit and registered charity dedicated to increasing

grassroots sport participation for people with disability.

For over 60 years, we have been at the forefront of
wheelchair sports in Australia, operating under various
names such as the Australian Paraplegic and Quadriplegic
Sports Federation, Wheelchair Sports Australia, and
Australian Athletes with a Disability. Throughout these
changes, we have continually expanded sport opportunities
for people with disability across the country.

Today, we are disability-agnostic, focusing on building the
capability of sports organisations to ensure inclusive and
accessible opportunities for people with disability. We aim
to raise awareness of the transformative power of sport and
close the participation gap in grassroots sport.

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025

We served as the national governing body for a variety

of wheelchair sports — including wheelchair rugby and
wheelchair basketball — and played a key role in developing
Wheelchair AFL in collaboration with ParaQuad Tasmania and
the Australian Defence Force. We were also recognised as the
peak body in sport for people with physical disability.

DSA is committed to both mainstream and disability-specific
sports, driving positive social change across the country. We
are recognised by the Australian Sports Commission as a
National Sporting Organisation for People with Disability and
are a proud founding member of Paralympics Australia.
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66 We are dedicated
to raising
awareness about
the transformative
power of sport
to change lives
and strengthen
communities. 99
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A message from the Chair of
the Australian Sports Commission

Continuing to drive Australian
sport forward is at the heart of
everything we do at the Australian
Sports Commission.

We want to bring out the best in
everyone involved in sport because
that’s how we will become the world’s
best - by working together and bound
by a common purpose.

We encourage and help Australians of all backgrounds, ages
and abilities to get involved in sport, and we advocate for
sport and the positive influence it has on the nation.

As we look towards next year’s Milano Cortina Winter Olympic
and Paralympic Games, the Glasgow Commonwealth Games,
Los Angeles 2028 and Brisbane 3032, our vision is for sport to

be safe, fair, accessible and inclusive.

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025

Every athlete will be supported to reach their full potential
with the Australian Government’s record $385 million
investment package for sport ensuring Australians have
world class pathways and support at all levels of sport from
participation to high performance.

This includes a record $54.9 million for Para sport -
doubling previous funding - ahead of Brisbane 2032. Our
grant programs support athletes, coaches, officials and
organisations, while our Sporting Schools program is helping
more children access free and fun sporting activities than
ever before.

Work is also underway to upgrade the AIS Campus in
Canberra so it is once again modern and world-leading. The
AIS Podium Project will deliver three new facilities, including
a new multi-story and para-accessible accommodation, a
Testing and Training Centre and indoor Sport Dome.



Construction will commence later this year with the AIS
Podium Project being the first stage in delivery of the broader
AIS Campus Masterplan - the ASC’s long term vision to
ensure the AIS Campus continue to evolve as Australia’s
world leading high performance sport precinct.

As Australian high performance sport continues to win well
and build sustainable success towards Brisbane 2032 and
beyond, we’re also addressing the barriers people tell us they
face participating in sport so all Australians that want to be
involved can be involved in sport.

This is how we will play well. I know success will be greatest
when every part of the system is able to perform their role at
their best and I'm confident that the actions we take now will
create a lasting legacy for Australian sport that will benefit us
all for years to come.

Kate Jenkins AO
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A Message from our Co-Chairs

The past year has been a period It provides a clear national framework to guide our work
of reflection, consolidation while recognising the diversity of local contexts and the
and meaningful progress for essential contributions of our members and partners.
Disability Sports Australia.
As Chairs, we are pleased to
report on the organisation’s
continued commitment to

In parallel, the Board commenced a review of the
organisation’s Constitution. This work is designed to ensure
our governance arrangements remain contemporary,
fit-for-purpose and supportive of collaboration. As the

expanding and strengthening disability sport landscape continues to evolve, it is essential
opportunities for people with that our structures reflect current practice and enable
disability to participate in sport collective progress across the sector.

at the community level across

the country. Throughout the year, Disability Sports Australia continued to

invest in initiatives that strengthen the national participation
A major focus for the Board this year system. Projects such as the National Database and

was the endorsement of a refined Changing Lives Through Sport have been developed with
strategic direction. This updated

direction positions Disability Sports
Australia to respond effectively to the
significant changes that have shaped
the sector in recent years.

a sector-wide focus, supporting improved insight, shared
learning and coordinated action, while complementing
existing programs.

10 Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025



“ Our engagement across the national sport system
has deepened further. Strong partnerships with
the Australian Sports Commission and Paralympics
Australia have reinforced the importance of
inclusive, community-level participation as a
critical part of the disability sport pathway and
the broader Australian sport ecosystem. 99

Momentum has also grown through the Play Well
Participation Plan, reflecting increasing recognition of

the need for consistent and coordinated approaches to
disability inclusion in community sport. This aligns closely
with Disability Sports Australia’s purpose and long-standing
commitment to participation.

The Blacktown Disability Sports Centre is near completion
during this year, which provides a tangible example of
what is possible when government, sport and community
organisations work together. It stands as a great example
of how place-based approaches can create welcoming
environments where people with disability can be active,
engaged and connected.

From a financial perspective, the organisation recorded a
surplus of $74,000 for the year. This outcome reflects careful
stewardship and ongoing efforts to build a stable and
sustainable foundation for Disability Sports Australia.

On behalf of the Board, we extend our sincere thanks to our
members, partners, funders, staff and supporters for their
continued commitment to disability sport. Through ongoing
collaboration, we remain focused on building a more inclusive
and connected sport system - one in which people with
disability can participate in the way that works best for them.

Wb~ =

Dr Renae Domaschenz and Kerri Griffiths
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A Message from the CEO)

The past year has been a
significant period of progress and
consolidation for Disability Sports
Australia, marked by strengthened
national partnerships, sector
leadership and a clear focus on
participation outcomes for people
with disability.

A key highlight of the year was the
delivery of the Bupa Try Para Sport program as part of the
Paralympic Games engagement experience. The program
reached 222 participants, with 50 athletes progressing
into future Green and Gold pathways. We are pleased that
this initiative will continue as part of the Milano Cortina
engagement strategy, reinforcing the value of clear
participation pathways and sustained engagement beyond
major events.

This year also saw the establishment of Disability Sports
Australia’s Disability Advisory Committee. The Committee
plays a critical role in embedding lived experience and

12 Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025

authentic representation within organisational decision-
making and ensures our work continues to reflect the voices
and experiences of people with disability.

Abilities Unleashed continued to deliver strong participation
outcomes across the country. In collaboration with the
Australian Sports Commission, we reinforced its role as a key
entry point to disability sport, supporting first experiences of
participation and connection to local opportunities.

A significant organisational milestone was the launch of our
new website. Designed around the needs of four key user
groups, the platform aims to simplify navigation across
what can be a complex participation landscape and improve
access to information, programs and pathways.

During the year, Disability Sports Australia also brought
members together in person to commence co-design of a
National Participation Plan. This marked the organisation’s
first sector-wide engagement of this nature since COVID-19
and represents an important step towards a more
coordinated national approach to participation.



Relationships with national sporting organisations continued
to strengthen. Disability Sports Australia became Community
Engagement Partner for the inaugural AFL Open and
continued to build capability across the sport system through
delivery of the Sports Incubator Program.

Internally, the organisation navigated a period of change,
including staff taking maternity leave and adjustments

to workforce capacity. Despite these changes, the team
delivered strongly across priority areas and completed

key projects, including the Building Inclusive Sports Clubs
course, developed in partnership with Victoria University and
the Australian Sports Commission.

“ Advocacy and sector leadership remained a focus
throughout the year, during a period of significant
change across the disability sport landscape.
Importantly, Disability Sports Australia’s

national profile continued to strengthen, with
growing recognition of the organisation as a
contemporary, credible and collaborative leader
in disability sport participation. ,’

Partnerships continued to play a critical role in supporting
our work. During the year, we expanded our partnership
with Bupa Australia as Official Healthcare Partner,
commenced a new partnership with Variety - the Children’s
Charity Queensland, and received a generous donation from
the Western Vocational Association.

Looking ahead, the organisation’s focus will be on
strengthening sustainability, building on the Play Well
Participation Plan as an evidence base for good practice,
and deepening engagement across the sector. Through
continued collaboration, Disability Sports Australia remains
committed to ensuring every person with disability can
participate in sport in the way that is meaningful to them.

s

Ayden Shaw
CEO, Disability Sports Australia

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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Our drivers for success

From 2025-2@28 Disability Sports Australia will be focussing on the following four strategic pillars:

i =

Awareness Capability
Awareness achieved through identity, increased Improved knowledge, effective education and positive
influence, and engagement. behavioural influence.

Accessibility
Clear pathways, improved access and increased
participation.

Excellence
Enhanced resources, diversified revenue,

and strengthened partnerships.

14 Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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Our Reacb
Facebook
o 7,300 192,867

followers reach

Instagram

5,985 31,869

followers reach

followers impressions

Website

100,300

views

LinkedIn
4,010 68,104

16 Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025




Our Impact

52 Abilities Unleashed Events
delivered nationally

3,3@9 participants engaged
through Abilities Unleashed

8 Bupa Try Para Sport events
delivered nationally

52 referrals to the Future Green
and Gold Talent Search

1,234 people have completed the
Accessibility Champion Course

Continued development of the
Blacktown Disability Sports Centre

710% of Bupa Try Para Sport participants identified
as eligible or potentially eligible for para sport pathways

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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Our Highlights from 2024-2025

Abilities V5O
Unleashed

The 2024-2025 year built strongly on the success

of our rebrand to Abilities Unleashed, continuing to position
the program as a leading national initiative for inclusive
sport and recreation. With 3309 participants attending 52
events delivered in 6 states and territories across our kids,
adults, and school holiday programs, the impact of Abilities
Unleashed has grown even further.

This year saw the program expand its reach through deeper
council partnerships, ensuring more communities were able
to connect with and celebrate inclusive sport opportunities at
a grassroots level. We also embedded the adults program as
a permanent offering, providing new opportunities for people
living with disability to stay active, build confidence, and enjoy
sport at all stages of life.

A highlight of the year was the continued involvement of
local sports providers and volunteers, who play a vital role
in bringing each event to life. Their commitment ensures
that participants not only try new activities, but also find
sustainable pathways into community sport.

18 Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025

52 events delivered

I
6 States and Territories @
N

3309 participants

As we look ahead, Abilities Unleashed remains focused on
removing barriers, creating opportunities, and celebrating the
ability in every individual. With the support of our partners,
councils, and volunteers, we are confident the program will
continue to grow its footprint and transform lives through
sport in 2025 and beyond.

“ I just wanted to say Thank you for a fabulous day

at Lightview yesterday my Junior Special Class

had a great time participating in all your different
sports events. Your staff at each event were great
and interacted well with our children. Thank you for
allowing us to attend a well organsied event, that
our children enjoyed. ”

Dernancourt School
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“ Thank you, Abilities Unleashed Sports Day Team, for a
well-organised and fun-filled day for our Baulko kids.
We had a blast and were surprised by some of the
unique talents we discovered we had in our unit. 99
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During the year, Disability Sports Australia partnered with a range of local councils to deliver Abilities Unleashed in community
settings across Australia. These partnerships played a critical role in enabling place-based delivery, supporting access to
facilities, local promotion and connection to community networks. Working with councils helped ensure programs were locally
relevant, inclusive and accessible, and supported stronger pathways into ongoing participation at the community level.

Our Council Partners:

. —~
®City of Ryde N gt «... o~ S @EP#%%’H;EE
‘ } Newcastle = Wagga Wagga cry or Armadale b o gt e

S<USE oo e gn goweon & A &

Council - g
RIVER Banyule Livingstone

;Ma”bmﬂ# M 529 - oy o A
j}\g_“lleL Campaspe - Hl ~C—‘-...3.. | Canada Bay

gl COFFER COAST
Townsville o4
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Bupa Try Para Sports

In partnership with Paralympics Australia and
Bupa, Disability Sports Australia delivered eight
Bupa Try Para Sport events across Australia, with one event
held in each state and territory including the ACT, NSW, NT,
QLD, SA, TAS, VIC and WA. These events created opportunities
for local communities to engage with para sport, connect with
Paralympians and access information about participation
pathways and classification.

Through Disability Sports Australia’s involvement, all attendees
were supported to connect with adaptive and inclusive

sport opportunities, regardless of eligibility for Paralympic
pathways. Each participant also received a physical copy of
the Paralympics Australia Pathways Guide, supporting clearer
understanding of participation options and next steps.

Looking ahead, ten Bupa Try Para Sport events will be
delivered in 2026 in alignment with the Milano Cortina Winter
Paralympic Games, further expanding opportunities for
Australians with disability to engage with para sport at the
community level.

Program Partners:

.= J— Paralympics ¢7
f.l;l: Australia L

¢ Astrulion Government

IR Amvtrulian Sports Commlssion

B Bupa

Supporters:

icare  Harvey Norman

354 total registrations nationally,
including participants, parents,

I
S
carers and allied health professionals \|/

222 participants attended the
events nationally

70 per cent of participants identified
as eligible or potentially eligible for para
sport pathways

52 referrals made to the Future Green
and Gold Talent Search

97 para sport activations delivered across
23 sports

427 connections created between participants
and National Sporting Organisations

Did you know:

Disability Sports Australia has a long history

in shaping para sport in Australia. We were

a founding member of Paralympics Australia,

and previously served as the national peak body

for physical disability sport. This legacy continues to
inform our focus on building community-based sport
opportunities for people with disability today.

y

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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AFL Open

In 2024, the AFL launched the Toyota AFL Open,
marking a new era for inclusive participation in
Australian football. The AFL Open brings together
wheelchair football and inclusion football into a single
national event, unifying what were previously the
Toyota Wheelchair AFL National Championships and the
Toyota AFL National Inclusion Carnival.

22 Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025

During the year, Disability Sports Australia and the AFL also
finalised the transition of delivery of the sport of Wheelchair
AFL into the AFL system. This milestone reflects the successful
completion of a multi year transition process, with the AFL
now leading competition delivery and ongoing development
of the sport, supported by Disability Sports Australia’s
expertise in participation and inclusion.

“ Disability Sports Australia partnered with the AFL as

Community Engagement Partner for the AFL Open,
supporting community focused activation alongside
elite competition.

This role centred on strengthening participation connections,
increasing awareness of inclusive football opportunities, and
supporting pathways beyond the event.

The AFL Open was delivered over four days and featured
teams from across Australia competing in wheelchair
Australian rules football, a modified and fully inclusive
version of the game played in a sports wheelchair, alongside
inclusion football competitions. The event showcased

both high quality competition and a clear commitment to
inclusive participation pathways.

As Community Engagement Partner, Disability Sports
Australia supported a range of community engagement
activities designed to connect the AFL Open with local
communities and first time participants. These activities
focused on participation awareness, engagement and
pathway visibility.
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Disability

Northern Territory
Business Unit wnitoon

During the 2024-25 reporting period, Disability
Sports Northern Territory delivered an expanded
and coordinated program of inclusive sport and
physical activity across the Territory, strengthening
participation pathways, regional engagement and
sector collaboration.

Across the year, 10 multi sport Abilities Unleashed and come
and try events were delivered in Darwin, Alice Springs, Tennant
Creek and Katherine, exceeding initial delivery targets. These
programs engaged 430 participants from 302 registrations,
representing a significant increase on the previous year and
reflecting improved coordination, promotion and access to
inclusive opportunities.

Programs were delivered for children, young people and adults
with disability, including youth focused Abilities Unleashed
programs and school holiday activities delivered across

major centres and selected regional locations. Participants
were supported to try a range of modified sports in inclusive
environments and were provided with clear information on
how to continue participation within their local communities.

Two Try Para Sport events were also delivered, supporting first
experiences of adapted sport and strengthening connections to
community clubs and pathways, including talent identification
where appropriate.

| e
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A key focus of the year was improving sector clarity

and coordination. Disability Sports Northern Territory
implemented a Tiered Partnership Program with Peak
Sporting Bodies, engaging 17 organisations across Active,
Amplify and Passive tiers. This approach improved role clarity,
strengthened collaboration and increased visibility of inclusive
sport opportunities across the Territory.

The redevelopment and launch of the Disability Sports
Northern Territory website in April 2025 provided a central
access point for inclusive sport information. Since launch,
18 events have been promoted through the platform, with
more than 2,300 users accessing the site, contributing to
increased awareness and participation.

Strong regional partnerships supported delivery throughout
the year, including collaboration with Reclink Australia, School
Sport NT, Sport4All and local community organisations. These
partnerships enabled delivery in Central Australia and the
Barkly Region and supported consistent engagement across
metropolitan and regional locations.

Together, these activities strengthened participation,
improved coordination across the disability sport sector and
expanded access to inclusive sport opportunities for people
with disability across the Northern Territory.

Facebook
DSNT

10,322 1,084
Reach: reach followers

During the reporting period, Disability Sports Northern
Territory commenced a new partnership with Sport4All to
support the Inclusive Sport Northern Territory initiative.
This partnership aims to improve visibility of inclusive sport
and physical activity opportunities across the Territory and
strengthen coordination between organisations working to
support people with disability to be active.

Disability Sports Northern Territory acknowledges and
thanks the Northern Territory Government for its continued
support of inclusive sport participation across the Territory.
This support has been critical in enabling sustained delivery,
regional engagement and sector coordination.

We also thank Power and Water Corporation for its support
through the Power and Water Community Grant program,
which has contributed to the delivery of inclusive participation
opportunities and strengthened local connections.

Delivery of regional programs was made possible through
strong partnerships with Reclink Australia and Freedom
Solutions. These partnerships were central to reaching
regional and remote communities and ensuring programs
were responsive, practical and locally grounded.

Instagram Website
430 ) 2,072
followers views

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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Building Inclusive g%\
Sports Clubs B>

During the reporting period, Disability Sports Australia
completed development of the Building Inclusive Sports
Clubs Course as the legacy outcome of the Building
Inclusive Sports Clubs program.

The course has been designed to capture, consolidate and
extend the learning generated through the program into a
sustainable national resource. The course will be launched in
July 2025.

Developed by Disability Sports Australia in partnership with
Victoria University and supported by Australion Government
funding, the course translates the practical insights, tools
and approaches tested with community sport clubs into an
accessible online format. It draws directly on the experiences
of clubs, facilitators and people with lived experience of
disability who contributed to the program over an eight
month period.

“ The course is designed for community sport
club leaders, volunteers and administrators and
provides practical guidance to support inclusive
participation, employment and volunteering. ,,

26 Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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By moving this learning into an online environment, Disability
Sports Australia is ensuring the impact of the Building
Inclusive Sports Clubs program continues beyond the life of
the funded project.

The Building Inclusive Sports Clubs Course represents a shift
from time limited program delivery to a scalable, on demand
capability building resource that can support clubs across
Australia to embed inclusive practice over the long term.



Sports (A
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Sports Incubator
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The Sports Incubator program is a key capability building
initiative led by Disability Sports Australia, designed to
support mainstream National Sporting Organisations

to create and implement inclusive and accessible sport
programs for Australians with disability.

The program focuses on increasing participation
opportunities while strengthening the capacity of sports to
deliver high quality and sustainable inclusive programs.

Each Sports Incubator partnership is tailored to the specific
needs, objectives and readiness of the sport. Disability Sports
Australia works alongside partners to provide strategic
advice, practical support and targeted workshops that assist
with program design, delivery and workforce capability.

During the reporting period, Sports Incubator partners
included the National Rugby League and Badminton
Australia. Each partner was supported through tailored
initiatives and provided opportunities to promote local
inclusive programs through Disability Sports Australia’s
Abilities Unleashed program.

Collaboration with Badminton Australia continued throughout
the year, with the Shuttle Smash program embedded within
Abilities Unleashed delivery across multiple locations.

In addition to program delivery, Disability Sports Australia
facilitated a workshop with Badminton Australia staff focused
on creating inclusive and accessible sport environments,
supporting internal capability and confidence.

Work with the National Rugby League progressed through
ongoing support for the development of an Adaptive NRL
strategy to guide future disability inclusive programs. In
June, Disability Sports Australia delivered an NRL Abilities
Unleashed event in Perth, aligning with local NRL staff
and State of Origin activities to strengthen community
engagement and visibility.

“ The Sports Incubator program also expanded

during the year. Disability Sports Australia welcomed
Softball Australia into the program, supporting the
organisation to progress disability inclusion as part
of its national participation strategy. ’,

In addition, Disability Sports Australia supported a pilot of
Wheelchair Squash in partnership with Burnside Council in
South Australia and Squash Australia. The pilot focused on
introducing inclusive squash opportunities at the community
level and exploring scalable models for future delivery.

Through the Sports Incubator program, Disability Sports
Australia continues to work with mainstream sports to
strengthen inclusive practice, support workforce capability
and expand participation opportunities for people with
disability across Australia.

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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Course participants represent a broad cross section of the
sport system, including volunteers, paid staff, board and
committee members and participants.

CERTIFICR & OF

PARTICIF/ 10

s =3 Post course feedback demonstrates strong outcomes

in knowledge, confidence and practical application:

9@ per cent of participants reported
a high or very high level of understanding
of disability

88 per cent reported high or very high
confidence in their ability to engage
people with disability to participate in
sport and leisure programs

Accessibility
Champion

87 per cent reported high or very high
confidence in championing accessibility

December 2022, continues to play a central role within their sporting or leisure club

Accessibility  in building the capability of community sport
Champion . . .. .

to support inclusive participation. The course
has been developed and delivered with support from the
Australian Sports Commission and has experienced sustained
uptake since launch.

A The Accessibility Champion Course, launched in

Importantly, 34 per cent of course
participants identified as volunteers within
their sporting or leisure clubs, highlighting
the course’s reach into grassroots sport

By 30 June 2025, a total of 1,234 individuals had completed and it.s potential to influz.ance day to day
the course, with a further 392 participants actively practice at the community level.
progressing through the learning modules.

PO®E
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Member A
Engagement

>

Members remain vital stakeholders in the work of
Disability Sports Australia. We thank our members for
their continued support as we progress refinement

of our membership model to ensure it remains fit for
purpose and responsive to the needs of a changing
sport system.

During the year, Disability Sports Australia undertook one on
one consultations with members to strengthen understanding
of priorities, expectations and opportunities for collaboration.

These conversations have directly informed our future focus
and the development of a high level Play Well Participation
Plan, aligning our national role with the broader participation
agenda and the needs of the disability sport sector.

A significant milestone was bringing members together in
person for a national workshop in April 2025.

This was the first time members had convened face to face
since before COVID 19 and provided an important opportunity
for reconnection, shared learning and co design.

The workshop supported early collaboration on participation
planning and reinforced the value of collective leadership
across the sector. We thank the Australian Sports Commission
for their support as we undertake this work.

We acknowledge our members as pioneers with a strong
legacy of advancing inclusion across disability sport and
active recreation. Their leadership continues to shape
opportunities for people with disability to participate in
meaningful and sustainable ways.

4 )
Members of Disability Sports Australia

* Australian Powerchair Hockey Association NSW

* Cerebral Palsy Sport and Recreation Association NSW
* One Culture Support Services

* Australian Powerchair Football Association

* NSW Powerchair Football Association

* Disability Sport and Recreation

* Sporting Wheelies and Disabled Association

* Rebound WA

* Western Australia Disabled Sports Association

* ParaQuad Association of Tasmania

VERCHAIR HOCKET
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Disability Advisory
Committee

O &S

As part of our Play Well Participation Grant received
from the Australian Sports Commission, Disability Sports
Australia established a Disability Advisory Committee to
ensure lived experience is embedded at the centre of our
participation, advocacy and capability building work.

The Disability Advisory Committee brings together people with
disability with diverse lived experiences to provide guidance
on organisational priorities, program design, communication
and sector leadership. The Committee plays a key role in
strengthening authenticity, accountability and relevance
across our work.

In February 2025, the Disability Advisory Committee came
together in person for a World Café engagement session.
This session provided a structured and inclusive environment
for open dialogue, collective reflection and collaboration

on key issues affecting disability sport participation in
Australia. The World Café format enabled members to share
insights across multiple focus areas, supporting deeper
understanding and shared ownership of priorities.

Insights from the World Café are informing implementation
of our strategic plan, shaping program development, and
guiding our advocacy agenda. The session also strengthened
relationships within the Committee and reinforced the

30 Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025

importance of creating dedicated spaces for people
with disability to contribute meaningfully to national
sport conversations.

Through the establishment of the Disability Advisory
Committee and the delivery of the World Café engagement,
Disability Sports Australia continues to demonstrate its
commitment to ensuring people with disability have a

clear and influential voice in shaping a more inclusive and
connected sport system.

The Disability Advisory Committee is comprised of people
with disability from across Australia, reflecting a broad range
of lived experiences, impairment types, ages and connections
to sport. Members bring experience as participants,
volunteers, leaders, advocates and professionals, ensuring
diverse perspectives inform Disability Sports Australia’s work.

Disability Advisory Committee Members
* Travis Zimmer - Committee Member

* Rebecca Kirwan - Committee Member

* Kathryn Ross - Committee Member

* Melissa Hale - Committee Member

* Georgia Inglis - Committee Member

* Kate Jennings - Committee Member

* Sheri Fitton - Committee Member

* Christos Constantine - Committee Member



Blacktown Disability Sports Centre

Construction of the Blacktown Disability Sports Centre
progressed strongly during the reporting period and

is now nearing practical completion, with completion
expected in June 2025.

The Centre is being developed in partnership with Blacktown
City Council and is located within Blacktown International
Sports Park.

The Blacktown Disability Sports Centre will be a state of the
art multipurpose indoor training facility designed to support
athletes with disability across a wide range of sports and
participation levels. Once complete, the Centre will feature two
full size basketball courts, a gymnasium, a hydrotherapy pool,
a climbing wall and additional adaptive training equipment.

A key feature of the Centre is its integrated approach to
accessibility and participation. Purpose built amenities will
include accessible accommodation, catering, transport and
childcare. These facilities are designed to enable athletes
with disability to train more frequently and consistently while
balancing work, family and education commitments.

The Centre will play an important role in supporting Paralympic
sports and strengthening talent pathways. It will host local,
state and national training camps, and deliver community and
school based programs that promote awareness of disability
sport and encourage active participation.

P
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The Blacktown Disability Sports Centre represents a major
investment in inclusive sport infrastructure and has been
funded by the NSW Government.

As the Centre approaches completion, it is expected to
become a nationally significant hub for disability sport
participation, training and community engagement.

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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* Disability Sport Forum NSW

* Roundtable on Accessibility in Sport

* DSR Wheelchair Challenge launch

* AOPA Panel discussion

* Paralympics Australia Athlete of the Year Awards

* Paralympics Australia Watch What We Can Do event
* Variety Christmas Party

* Australian Open All Abilities Day

* CEO Diversity in Sport Forum

* Reset Aspect Room Launch

* Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Sport
Diplomacy Roundtable

* Coaching and Officiating Conference hosted by the
Australian Sports Commission

* Participation Leaders Network Conference
* Wheelchair Rugby World Challenge
* Paralympics Australia Annual General Meeting

National Leadership
and Sector Engagement

. . - . Disability Sports Australia al d with an int tional
As part of our national role, Disability Sports Australia 1Sab! I_y ports Australia diso engog(? With an internationd
delegation from South Korea, supporting knowledge

maintained an active presence across key sector exchange and strengthening global connections in disability
forums, events and stakeholder engagements sport and inclusive participation.

throughout the year.
Through consistent engagement at national and international

These engagements support collaboration, shared learning forums, Disability Sports Australia continues to contribute

and coordinated action across sport, government and to policy discussions, capability building and cross sector

community, and strengthen Disability Sports Australia’s collaboration, reinforcing its role as a trusted and credible
contribution to national participation and inclusion priorities. leader in disability sport participation.
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Governance

Corporate Governance

Disability Sports Australia is committed to working with
the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) to ensure quality
governance, accountability and transparency through the
Sport Governance Standards (SGS).

The Board of Disability Sports Australia is comprised

of individuals with diverse backgrounds, experiences
and expertise. The Board is committed to ensuring that
its collective skills and competencies align with the
organisation’s strategic direction and vision.

To support this, Disability Sports Australia has developed
and implemented a Board skills matrix, with the current
Board reflecting the capabilities and experience required to
effectively govern the organisation.

Governance and Organisation
Enhancement Plan

The Governance and Organisational Enhancement (GOE) Plan
is the mechanism by which NSO/Ds establish governance
priorities based on their SGS results, and develop a twelve
month governance improvement plan.

SPORT INTEGRITY
AUSTRALIA

NSO/Ds also have the opportunity to tailor activities within
their GOE Plans to address additional standards, which are
identified by the NSO/D’s own responses to the SGS.

“ Following the annual self-assessment against

the SGS in May 2025, Disability Sports Australia
developed an operational plan outlining the actions
the board and management will put in place over

the next 12 months to increase governance maturity. ,,

Completing the SGS self-assessment at the end of FY24,
Disability Sports Australia is pleased to report improvements
over the past 12 months include.

* Development of a whole of sport strategic plan
* Development of a draft Play Well Participation Plan

* Completion of key policy reviews to strengthen governance
and accountability.

* Drafting of the Constitution review

Disability Sports Australia has developed a Governance Plan
with activities to address the following activities in FY25-26.

* Continued focus on the review of the Constitution
* Prioritisation of succession planning for key personnel

* Delivery of an independent Board review

Disability Sports Australia Impact Report 2024-2025
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Gender Balance On Board

The Board recognises the value of gender balance noting the
percentage of women on our Board as of 30 June 2025 is 56%.

National Integrity
Framework

Sport Integrity Australia plays a vital role in supporting safe,
fair and inclusive sport across Australia.

Disability Sports Australia adopted Sport Integrity Australia’s
National Integrity Fraomework on 13 December 2022 and has
since reviewed and updated its integrity policies.

This work has included further alignment with the non-
traditional National Integrity Framework policies to ensure
they appropriately reflect Disability Sports Australia’s unique
structure and role within the sport system.

Disability Sports Australia remains committed to strengthening
governance and upholding integrity across all areas of its
work. As part of this commitment, the organisation continues
to participate in Sport Integrity Australia’s Safeguarding in
Sport Continuous Improvement Program.

In partnership with Sport Integrity Australia, Disability Sports
Australia is progressing a tailored Action Plan informed by the
findings of an independent audit. This work is ongoing and
will continue through 2025/26.

Sport Governance Standards

There are 35 Standards within the nine Sport Governance
Principles, noting that the Standards relating to Principle 8
are administered and measured by Sport Integrity Australia.

The Principles are as follows:
* Principle 1: The spirit of the game - values-driven
culture and behaviours

* Principle 2: The team - aligned sport through
collaborative governance

* Principle 3: The gameplan - a clear vision that
informs strategy

* Principle 4: The players - a diverse Board to enable
considered decision-making

* Principle 5: The rulebook - documents that outline
duties, powers, roles, and responsibilities

* Principle 6: The playbook - Board processes which
ensure accountability and transparency

* Principle 7: The defence - a system which protects
the organisation

* Principle 8: The best and fairest - a system for
ensuring integrity

* Principle 9: The scorecard - embedded systems of
internal review to foster continuous improvement



Organisations assess their governance maturity against the Standards on an annual basis as part
of the Governance Performance Cycle.

The results for Disability Sports Australia are below:

~ —
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Actual vs Expected Score
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Figure 1: The top left graph shows year-on-year performance as a total average score across all Standards. The top right
graph shows year-on-year performance of the Principles, and the bottom graph details the score of each Standard in 2025
(blue) the expected maturity level (orange bar) and the subsequent maturity gap (light green).
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Our People

Our Staff

Ayden Shaw
Chief Executive Officer

Kristy Rohrer
National Education and Participation Manager

Sam Cunningham
NT Business Unit Manager

Madeline Wood
Operations & Communication Officer

Frances Quan Farrant
Community Consultation and Research Manager

Kim Schaefer
Training and Education Officer

Celeste Taylor
Communications Lead

Jess Avdelas
Abilities Unleashed Coordinator

Rae Anderson
Abilities Unleashed Casual Delivery Officer

Greg Pinson ’ > .
Abilities Unleashed Casual Delivery Officer — _—— Dlsability

Sports

Australia
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Our Directors

We thank the following DSA Board of Directors for their commitment and support:

Y

Co-Chair Co-Chair Director Director Director
Kerri Griffiths Dr Renae Domaschenz  Garry Goodman Dr Nathalie Mann David Thompson

Director Director Director Director Outgoing Director
Brett Bennett Mark Streeting Simone Pearce Julie Turpie Erin Hoare
(Until November 2024)
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Community Partners

BeyondBonk Sl . BankstownSports  Proud2Play e PRMARY ¢
University Partners Preferred Suppliers
SPORTS
VicTORIA Y oot R rosterfy
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Disability
Sports

Thank you to our partners

Disability Sports Australia’s work is made possible
through the support of government and organisational
partners who share a commitment to increasing
participation in sport for people with disability.

First and foremost, we acknowledge the ongoing support of
the Australian Sports Commission as our major government
partner. The Australian Sports Commission plays a critical
role in supporting Disability Sports Australia to deliver
national programs, strengthen participation pathways and
build the capability of sport to support people with disability
at the grassroots level.
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We also thank the Northern Territory Government for its
support, which has enabled the delivery of programs and
participation opportunities within the Northern Territory,
helping to strengthen access to sport for people with
disability in local communities.

A cornerstone of this work is our national partnership with
Bupa. During the year, Bupa became the National Presenting
Partner of the Abilities Unleashed program, reinforcing their
long-standing commitment to increasing participation in sport
and physical activity for people with disability. Through this
partnership, Abilities Unleashed has continued to grow its
national reach, providing consistent, high-quality opportunities
for people with disability to engage with sport in their local
communities. Bupa’s leadership and investment have played a
critical role in supporting participation at the grassroots level
and strengthening pathways into ongoing involvement.

We were proud to continue our longstanding partnership

with Variety - the Children’s Charity Victoria, who supported
Abilities Unleashed as a Naming Rights Partner in Victoria.

This enduring collaboration has enabled children with disability
to experience sport in positive, welcoming environments and
remains an important part of our program delivery.

In Queensland, we were pleased to partner with Variety

- the Children’s Charity Queensland as the Naming Rights
Partner for Abilities Unleashed Kids. Their support helped
deliver opportunities for children with disability and their
families to explore sport and build confidence through early
participation experiences.



We also acknowledge Matchworks as our Impact Partner.
Matchworks’ support reflects a shared commitment to
strengthening outcomes for people with disability, including
connection to employment and participation opportunities
within the sport and leisure sector.

At a local level, we were grateful to receive a community grant
from Bankstown Sports Club, supporting the delivery of new
Abilities Unleashed events in Bankstown and Baulkham Hills
and expanding access to programs across Western Sydney.

We also partnered with Scope Australia as the Naming Rights
Partner for an Abilities Unleashed event on the Southside,
supporting community engagement and local participation.

Beyond these partnerships, we extend our sincere thanks

to the many organisations, local councils, sporting clubs

and community supporters who contribute to the delivery
and sustainability of our work. Together, these partnerships
enable Disability Sports Australia to continue strengthening
participation opportunities and ensuring people with disability
can engage in sport in ways that work for them.

Did you know? You can partner with us

Disability Sports Australia works with organisations of all
sizes to strengthen opportunities for people with disability
to participate in sport and physical activity.

We partner strategically with organisations whose values
align with ours — from national presenting partners that help
expand program reach, to community partners who support
local-level delivery, and industry partners who help grow
pathways and capability in the sport and leisure sector.




Our Supporters

Disability Sports Australia sincerely thanks the
organisations and individuals who have supported our
work over the past year. This support has included
fundraising, regular donations and volunteering at
events, all of which contribute meaningfully to our
ability to deliver inclusive sport opportunities.

We acknowledge Architecture and Access for their ongoing
monthly donations and for the active involvement of their
staff as volunteers at Abilities Unleashed events. We also
thank the Primary Club for its continued support through
fundraising and philanthropic engagement.

At present, fundraising and philanthropy represent a small
proportion of Disability Sports Australia’s overall income. For
this reason, every contribution received is deeply valued and
makes a meaningful difference in supporting participation
and community engagement outcomes.

During the year, Disability Sports Australia strengthened

its approach to philanthropy and supporter engagement.

We continued our partnership with the Australian Sports
Foundation, providing supporters with trusted and tax
deductible giving pathways. We also partnered with Funraisin
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to improve the donor journey and supporter experience,
supporting more effective engagement, transparency and
connection with our work.

Through these partnerships and the generosity of our
supporters, Disability Sports Australia is continuing to build
the foundations for sustainable philanthropic growth into
the future.

Western Vocational Authority

Disability Sports Australia gratefully acknowledges a

legacy donation from the Western Vocational Association.
Established in 1984, the Western Vocational Association was a
long-standing community organisation that supported people
with disability through employment, training and community
inclusion initiatives for more than 40 years.

As part of its formal wind down, the Association chose to
direct its remaining funds to organisations with aligned
purpose. We are honoured to have been entrusted with this
support and thank the Western Vocational Association for its
lasting contribution to opportunity and inclusion for people
with disability.



Finance Report)

Disability Sports Australia Limited
Responsible Persons’ Declaration
For the Financial Year Ended 30 June 2025

The Responsible Persons declare that in the Responsible Persons’ opinion:

a) the financial statements and notes are in accordance with the Australian Charities and Not-
for-profits Commission Act 2012, including:

i) giving a true and fair view of the registered entity’s financial position as at 30 June 2025
and of its performance for the year ended on that date; and

ii) complying with Australian Accounting Standards — Simplified Disclosures and the
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulations 2022; and

b) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the registered entity is able to pay all of its debts,
as and when they become due and payable.

Signed in accordance with subsection 60.15(2) of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission Regulations 2022.

&
Kerri Griffiths )
Director — Co-Chair fﬁ’%%m
23 October 2025 &
s

Renae Domaschenz
Director — Co-Chair
230ctober 2025

Disability Sports Australia Limited
Responsible Persons’ Declaration under the NSW Charitable Fundraising Act 1991
For the Financial Year Ended 30 June 2025

The Responsible Persons declare that in the Responsible Persons’ opinion:

a) the statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income and associated notes gives a
true and fair view of all income and expenditure of the organisation with respect to
fundraising appeals for the financial year ended 30 June 2025;

b) the statement of financial position and associated notes gives a true and fair view of the state
of affairs of the organisation with respect to fundraising appeals conducted by the
organisation as at 30 June 2025;

c) the provisions of the NSW Charitable Fundraising Act 1991 and Regulations and the conditions
attached to the authority have been complied with during the financial year ended 30 June
2025; and

d) theinternal controls exercised by the organisation are appropriate and effective in accounting

for all income received and applied by the organisation from any of its fundraising appeals
during the financial year ended 30 June 2025.

Kerri Griffiths
Director — Co-Chair f{;’( -
23 October 2025 I,
Aoiletha

v

Renae Domaschenz
Director — Co-Chair
23 October 2025

A’Z?nmac.&irj
.
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Audit™ Specialists

’ ABN: 11 624 245 334
P: PO Box 324
- M: 0428 074 081
E: info@sdja.com.au
W: www.sdja.com.au

Disability Sports Australia Limited

For the Financial Year Ended 30 June 2025

ended 30 June 2025, | declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, there have been:

Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 in relation to the audit; and

-
28/4

SDJA
‘-'g_“‘-;r’%v'ﬂx

Simon Joyce

Director

23 October 2025
Sydney, New South Wales

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation

I -]
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SDJ Audit Pty Ltd t/a SDIA

West Pennant Hills NSW 2125

Auditor’s Independence Declaration to the Board of Directors of Disability Sports Australia Limited

In accordance with the requirements of section 60-40 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission Act 2012, as lead auditor for the audit of Disability Sports Australia Limited for the year

a) No contraventions of the auditor independence requirements of the Australian Charities and

b) No contraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the audit.

’ SDJ Audit Pty Ltd t/a SDJA
ABN: 11 624 245 334
P: PO Box 324
3 A1t ™ macialict West Pennant Hills NSW 2125
A  Audit”Specialis M: 0428 074 081
E: info@sdja.com.au

W: www.sdja.com.au

Disability Sports Australia Limited
Independent Auditor’s Report to the Members of Disability Sports Australia Limited
For the Financial Year Ended 30 June 2025

Opinion

We have audited the financial report of Disability Sports Australia Limited (the registered entity),
which comprises the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2025, the statement of profit or loss
and other comprehensive income, the statement of changes in equity and the statement of cash flows
for the year then ended, and the notes to the financial statements, including a summary of material
accounting policy information, and the responsible persons’ declaration.

In our opinion, the financial report of Disability Sports Australia Limited has been prepared in
accordance with Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012
(ACNC Act), including:

(a) giving a true and fair view of the registered entity’s financial position as at 30 June 2025 and of
its financial performance for the year then ended; and

(b

complying with Australian Accounting Standards — Simplified Disclosures and the Australian
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulations 2022.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under
those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial
Report section of our report. We are independent of the registered entity in accordance with the
ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of
Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of the financial report in
Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our opinion.

es of R ible Persons for the Financial Report

The responsible persons of the registered entity are responsible for the preparation and fair
presentation of the financial report in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards — Simplified
Disclosures and the ACNC Act, and for such internal control as the responsible persons determine is
necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial report, the responsible persons are responsible for assessing the registered
entity’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the responsible persons either intend
to liquidate the registered entity or to cease operations or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

The responsible persons are responsible for overseeing the registered entity’s financial reporting
process.

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation

I ¢ |




Disability Sports Australia Limited
Independent Auditor’s Report to the Members of Disability Sports Australia Limited
For the Financial Year Ended 30 June 2025

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an
audit conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material
if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic
decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial report.

A further description of our responsibilities for audit of the financial report is located at the Auditing
and Assurance Standards Board website at: http://www.auasb.gov.au/Home.aspx. This description
forms part of our auditor’s report.

Report of the requirements of the NSW Charitable Fundraising Act 1991

We have audited the financial report as required by Section 24(2) of the NSW Charitable Fundraising
Act 1991. Our procedures included obtaining an understanding of the internal control structure for
fundraising appeal activities and examination, on a test basis, of evidence supporting compliance with
the accounting and associated record keeping requirements for fundraising appeal activities pursuant
to the NSW Charitable Fundraising Act 1991 and the NSW Charitable Fundraising Regulation 2021.

Because of the inherent limitations of any assurance engagement, it is possible that fraud, error or
non-compliance may occur and not be detected. An audit is not designed to detect all instance of non-
compliance with the requirements described in the above-mentioned Acts and Regulations as an audit
is not performed continuously throughout the period and the audit procedures performed in respect
of compliance with these requirements are undertaken on a test basis. The audit report expressed in
this report has been formed on the above basis.

Disability Sports Australia Limited
Independent Auditor’s Report to the Members of Disability Sports Australia Limited
For the Financial Year Ended 30 June 2025

Opinion
In our opinion:

a) the financial report of Disability Sports Australia Limited has been properly drawn up and
associated records have been properly kept during the financial year ended 30 June 2025, in
all material respects, in accordance with:

i) sections 20(1), 22(1-2), 24(1-3) of the NSW Charitable Fundraising Act 1991; and
ii) sections 10(6) and 11 of the NSW Charitable Fundraising Regulation 2021.
b) the money received as a result of fundraising appeals conducted by the registered entity

during the financial year ended 30 June 2025 has been properly accounted for and applied, in
all material respects, in accordance with the above-mentioned Act and Regulations.

S04

SDJA

Simon Joyce

Director

23 October 2025

Sydney, New South Wales
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Disability
Sports
Australia

Connect with us:
@ sports.org.au

disabilitysportsaustralia

DisabilitySportsAus

00006

disabilitysportsaus

Disability Sports Australia Ltd. is a registered Charity
with Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).

ABN: 96 104 461 814 | ACNC: 104 461 814

Support us:

Click here to donate

sports.org.au/donate
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